										Pipestone, Minnesota
										April 1, 2024

Pursuant to due call and notice thereof, a special meeting of the Pipestone City Council was duly held in the Municipal Building at 5:30 p.m. on the 1st day of April 2024. Mayor Dan Delaney called the meeting to order. Roll call was taken and a quorum was declared. Members present: Dan Delaney, Verdeen Colbeck, Rodger Smidt, Danielle Thompson, and Scott Swanson. Others present: Kyle Kuphal, Public Access Coordinator Steve Moffit, City Attorney Jason Hill, Assistant City Administrator/Clerk Stephanie LaBrune, and City Administrator Deb Nelson.

Mayor Delaney stated that the purpose of the special meeting was to discuss the Magellan Pipeline Route. He then explained that the Minnesota Department of Commerce has issued the comparative environmental analysis (CEA) for the Pipestone pipeline reroute project. Delaney said public meetings for comment on the CEA were held on March 19, 2024, in Pipestone and a virtual public meeting was held on March 20, 2024. He also stated that written public comments will be accepted through April 9, 2024. Delaney said with the April 9th deadline approaching, he wanted the Council to discuss the proposed Magellan Pipeline routes and consider sending a letter from the city that would request a larger buffer from the City’s Cemetery and the National Monument. Delaney said that the alternative routes near the city’s cemeteries are not good for the city due to potential contamination and expansion restrictions that the pipeline could cause. Delaney said that he would like to city to send a letter by April 9th opposing Application Route (APR) and Route Alternative 2 (RA-2).  

Attorney Hill stated that there needs to be consensus of the council for anything to be submitted on behalf of the city and explained that there needs to be specific factual concerns identified.

Mayor Delaney then requested comments from the council.

Councilmember Thompson stated that she agrees that the two routes the mayor identified were not acceptable and wanted the letter to be persuaded in a way that explains the concerns over the proximity to the city cemeteries.

Councilmember Colbeck stated that he feels Route Alternative 3 (RA-3) is more acceptable as the others were too close to the monument and cemeteries.

Councilmember Swanson said that he is not in favor of the routes by the cemetery and also stated that he does not think the city can comment on the other routes because the city does not have jurisdiction in the County. Swanson stated that he feels the only routes the city can contest are those adjacent to the city’s cemeteries.

Councilmember Smidt said that if the city sends a letter, there needs to be teeth in it. He suggested that the newspaper article from the pipeline leak several years back be included in the letter and also include information in the letter about the city working with the neighboring landowner on purchasing more property for the future expansion of the city’s cemeteries. 

Delaney said the proposed routes are too close to the current graves and as discussed with the council in February, there is a need for cemetery expansion. Delaney also stated that the ground to the north is too low and wet which will not work for the expansion of the city’s existing cemeteries. He went on to say that the council has a duty to safeguard the cemeteries and he is not against the pipeline, just against the proposed location of APR and RA-2 as they both hinder the city. 


Following discussion, Mayor Delaney asked if the Council was in agreement about the concerns discussed pertaining to the pipeline routes and the council was in consensus. 

ADJOURNMENT

Motion was made by Colbeck, seconded by Smidt and unanimously carried to adjourn the special meeting at 6:07 p.m.


													
							Dan Delaney
							Mayor


ATTEST:


						
Stephanie LaBrune
Assistant City Administrator/Clerk
