										Pipestone, Minnesota
										September 3, 2024

Pursuant to due call and notice thereof, a regular meeting of the Pipestone City Council was duly held in-person and via Zoom in the Municipal Building at 6:30 p.m. on the 3rd day of September 2024. Mayor Dan Delaney called the meeting to order. Roll call was taken and a quorum was declared. Members present: Dan Delaney, Danielle Thompson, Rodger Smidt, Scott Swanson, and Verdeen Colbeck. Absent: None. Others present: Kyle Kuphal, Derek Behrens, Troy Gilchrist via Zoom, Cable Access Coordinator Steve Moffitt, Assistant City Administrator/City Clerk Stephanie LaBrune, and City Administrator Deb Nelson.

PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE
The Pledge of Allegiance was recited.

APPROVE AGENDA - ADDITIONS, CHANGE OR DELETIONS
Motion was made by Smidt, seconded by Thompson and unanimously carried to approve the agenda as presented.

CONSENT AGENDA
[bookmark: _Hlk166583255]Mayor Delaney stated the Consent Agenda contains the August 19, 2024 Regular Meeting Minutes, and Payment of Claims-Listing of Bills. He then asked if there was any discussion regarding these items. No discussion was held.

Motion was made by Colbeck, seconded by Smidt and unanimously carried to approve the Consent Agenda which consisted of the August 19, 2024 Regular Meeting Minutes, and Payment of Claims-Listing of Bills in the amount of $666,532.17 for warrants #072962 to #073056 to be issued in payment thereof. 

COMMUNITY CONCERNS – Administrator Nelson stated that there was no one signed in for community concerns and she did not receive any calls or e-mails with concerns.

ENGINEERING
2023 Street and Utility Improvements Project Pay Estimate No. 10
Bolton and Menk Representative Derek Behrens shared that most of Main Street has been paved with the exception of the intersections and driveways. He said he believes the pavement work will wrap up in two or three weeks and recommended that the Council approve pay estimate no. 10 in the amount of $1,159,581.40 to be paid to Hulstein Excavating Inc. for work completed on the project. Mayor Delaney then stated that he appreciates everyone’s patience and explained that the project was needed to get rid of led water lines and reduce the amount of inflow and infiltration into the city’s sanitary sewer system.

Motion was made by Smidt, seconded by Colbeck and unanimously carried to approve pay estimate no. 10 for the 2023 Street and Utility Improvements project to be paid to Hulstein Excavating Inc. in the amount of $1,159,581.40.

NEW BUSINESS

Resolution 2024-50
Delaney presented resolution 2024-50, stating that the resolution is to accept a donation from Larry Christensen who donated $500.00 to the City’s Baseball and Softball Recreational programs. Delaney then thanked Christensen for his generous donation.

Motion was made by Swanson, seconded by Colbeck and unanimously carried to approve Resolution 2024-50: A RESOLUTION ACCEPTING DONATIONS.

Request for Council Action
Delaney shared a request for council action from the Friends of the Casey Jones Trail Association, stating that they are requesting six (6) picnic tables and four (4) garbage totes with the fees waived, for their ribbon cutting event on the Casey Jones State Trail on Sunday, September 8th at 2:00 p.m. He said, attendees will be riding from Woodstock to Pipestone and all registered bikers will enjoy free hamburgers and hotdogs at the trailhead in Pipestone.  

Motion was made by Smidt, seconded by Swanson and unanimously carried to approve the Friends of the Casey Jones Trail Association’s request for council action as presented.

Consider Amendments to Capitalization Policy
Administrator Nelson stated that she had the city’s attorneys look at the capitalization policy after the city’s auditors made a recommendation to increase the capitalization and depreciation amount from $2,500 to $10,000 for depreciation purposes. Nelson stated that the last time the policy was reviewed was in 2014.

Motion was made by Swanson, seconded by Thompson and unanimously carried to approve the amendments to Policy #20, the Capitalization Policy by increasing the capitalization and depreciation amount from $2,500 to $10,000.

Schedule Truth in Taxation Public Meeting
Delaney informed the council that following the mailing of the 2025 proposed tax estimates with the city’s proposed levy increase, the city is required to hold a public meeting where budget and tax issues are discussed, and where public testimony is allowed, prior to adopting its final levy in December. He said, typically, the city holds its Truth in Taxation meeting during the first meeting in December and called for a motion to set the meeting date for December 2, 2024 at 6:30 p.m. at City Hall. 

Motion was made by Smidt, seconded by Swanson and unanimously carried to have the Pipestone City Council hold a public meeting to discuss the 2025 levy and budget and hear public testimony on December 2nd at 6:30 p.m. in the Council Chambers at 119 2nd Ave SW, Pipestone, Minnesota. In addition, the council will then plan to set the final 2025 levy and budget at their regular council meeting at 6:30 p.m. on December 16th in the Council Chambers. Anyone having questions regarding the 2025 levy or budget should contact the City Administrator at 507-825-3324. Written comments should be sent to 119 2nd Ave SW, Pipestone MN 56164.

Schedule Public Hearing for Proposed Assessment of Unpaid Municipal Utilities and/or Services
Delaney explained that the council will need to schedule October 21, 2024 at approximately 6:30 p.m. as the date for the public hearing for unpaid municipal services and/or municipal utilities. He said this is done annually.

Motion was made by Thompson, seconded by Colbeck and unanimously carried to schedule October 21, 2024 at approximately 6:30 p.m. as the date for the public hearing for unpaid municipal services and/or municipal utilities.

Consideration of Sanitary Sewer Agreement
Delaney said Darwin Hurd’s estate is looking to tie onto the city’s sanitary sewer main and has been working with the utility commission on an agreement that Attorney Hill has drafted. Delaney then said he feels that the agreement would be good for the city as it would eliminate one more private sewer system within city limits.

Motion was made by Colbeck, seconded by Swanson and carried 4-0, with Smidt abstaining from voting due to a conflict of interest, to approve the Sanitary Sewer Agreement between the Darwin Hurd Estate and the City of Pipestone.

CLOSING COMMENTS
Councilmember Colbeck – Announced that the last summer car cruise in will be held on Thursday with the Veteran’s Memorial group hosting a burger and hot dog feed to fundraise for the Veteran’s Memorial project. 

Mayor Delaney – Stated that he has received some concerns about traffic in the neighborhood of the new Meinder’s Library. Delaney asked Nelson to pass the concern onto the Sheriff’s department and contact the city’s engineer to see if additional signage needs to be placed in the vicinity of the library.

ADJOURNMENT
Motion made by Thompson, seconded by Colbeck and unanimously carried to adjourn the meeting at 6:49p.m.


													
							Dan Delaney
							Mayor


ATTEST:


						
Stephanie LaBrune
Assistant City Administrator / City Clerk
