										Pipestone, Minnesota
										September 28, 2024

Pursuant to due call and notice thereof, a special meeting of the Pipestone City Council was duly held in-person in the Council Chambers at 10:00 a.m. on the 28th day of September 2024. Mayor Dan Delaney called the meeting to order. Roll call was taken and a quorum was declared. Members present: Dan Delaney, Verdeen Colbeck, Rodger Smidt, Scott Swanson, and Danielle Thompson. Absent: None. Others present: John Draper, Attorney Jason Hill, Assistant City Administrator/City Clerk Stephanie LaBrune, and City Administrator Deb Nelson.

Delaney stated the purpose of the special meeting is to review cannabis and THC retail regulations; first draft of the cannabis rules; edibles and THC drinks; and OCM First draft of cannabis rules. In addition, the council will be discussing proposed special assessment policy amendments.
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Attorney Hill went over the background of where the city is currently at with its moratorium’s and stated that the city’s interim ordinance will becoming void on January 1, 2025. He then provided a PowerPoint presentation to the council on the rules and regulations of the Office of Cannabis Management. During Hill’s presentation he spoke about zoning regulations and how the city needs to determine where cannabis type businesses can operate within the city. Hill also explained rules revolving around municipal cannabis operations. Detailed discussion was held. Following discussion, Hill stated that the city’s next steps are to make zoning ordinance amendments and create a public use ordinance that would limit where THC and cannabis are allowed within the city.

RECESS

Mayor Delaney called for a recess of the special meeting from 11:30 a.m. to 12:00 p.m.

PROPOSED SPECIAL ASSESSMENT POLICY AMENDMENTS

Attorney Hill presented a draft Assessment policy that could replace and repeal the city’s current policy. Discussion was held following Hill’s presentation of the policy. Delaney asked if a new policy could take affect immediately or if it would have to be after the current infrastructure project is completed. Hill stated that it could take affect immediately after it is adopted. Smidt raised a question, asking where would the city get the remaining funds from. He said the city has already bonded for the current project and would come up short if the assessment policy is changed. Discussion was then held on utilizing funds from the general fund and increasing the levy to potentially cover those initially unforeseen costs. Following discussion, it was the consensus of the council to have staff work with Ehlers and the City Engineer to come up with a figure for how much the city may be short with funding the 2023 Utility project and then come back to the council for a work session meeting the first meeting in November to discuss options for funding the project. 

ADJOURNMENT

Motion was made by Thompson, seconded by Colbeck and unanimously carried to adjourn the meeting at 12:48 p.m.


													
							Dan Delaney
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